V ADRIAN*

‘It’s great working outside,
but it’s different from my
other work. You get more
satisfaction here because
you see people walking
through and you get an
untidy area and spend a
few weeks cleaning it up
and you get quite a buzz
out of it

'V DARRYL - Supervisor
‘We were clearing the
undergrowth underneath
the larch of the maple
glade. Then each week as
we came back, the men
could see the light coming
through and the glade
was opening up, so they
had the satisfaction of
seeing that the work was
really useful.’

V CLIVE®
‘Originally they ask what
skills/qualifications you've

got, they try and organise
it so you do something
similar as they don’t want
to create rifts within

the group so there’s no
fighting, no arguments.

I said | wanted to come
here. Basically what we
are doing is getting rid

of all the old shrubs that
are not used, all the old
plants and burning and
clearing it to make it look
a bit better. Everyone helps
themselves out, and the
supervisor helps out.’

V DANIEL*

‘I was doing some work at
home, some fencing, last
week, because | learnt to
use the saw here. | think
it’s great working here
myself, it’s really fun. It’s
given me confidence.

I work as a painter/
decorator but [ prefer
doing this, to be honest

with you. | can see that we
are making a difference
already, making the place
look cleaner, more fresh.
It's coming along nice,
really nice.’

'V DARRYL - Supervisor
‘They very quickly realise
that they will isolate
themselves if they don’t
work with the team. All
know what they’re doing
and they crack on. It gives
people structure, they
have to be at a certain
place at a given time.’

'V MARK BALLARD

‘It is true to say that
much of this valuable
work would not get

done without the help of
Community Payback.’

*names have been
changed
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GET INVOLVED!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the 22nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of The Friends of Westonbirt Arboretum will be held on

Saturday 19 April 2008
at10.30 amin The Great Oak Hall

AGENDA
1 Apologies

2 Minutes of 21st Annual
General Meeting to be
received and adopted

3 Matters Arising from
the above Minutes

4 Chairman’s Report for 2007

5 Report and Accounts 2007
Adoption of Accounts
Re-election of Auditors of
Friends’ Accounts

6 Election to the Board
For details of Elected
Trustees, see opposite.

Mike Westgate

Margaret Headen and 8 A Special Resolution (www.fowa.org.uk), in hard
Malcolm Potter have will be put to the AGM copy at the Great Oak Hall,
been appointed as by the Trustees which or requested by post from
Nominated Trustees by proposes the updating the Charity’s office.

the Forestry Commission. of the Charity’s Objects
within its Memorandum 9A.0.B.
7 Adoption of Membership of Association (M & A).

Subscriptions for year Afull copy of the proposed  Coffee will be served and
beginning 1 February 2009 paragraph 3 of the M & A, SIMON TOOMER will give
Proposed: Adult £28, Joint which covers the Objects,  anillustrated talk on his
Adult £53, Concession £23, can be found on the recent plant exploration
Joint Concession £44 Charity’s website in New Zealand.
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Visit our website: www.fowa.org.uk
Telephone: 01666 880148

or call in at the Great Oak Hall

By rotation, three Board Trustee places are available for election at the AGM.
Three current Trustees are standing for re-election and one new nominee has
come forward. Brief information is given below:

V Jenny Alcock

seeking re-election
Continuing a career in
administration and finance,
Jenny joined the NHS in
1990. As Business Manager
for Property & Medical
Engineering Services she
has a wealth of experience
in management, logistics
and people skills within the
public sector. Since joining
the Friends in the 1990s and
then the Board, her support
to Education has assisted
increases in funding, the
volunteer team, school visits
and family events. Jenny
believes there is still so
much to do; “children are the
future visitors (and Friends)
of Westonbirt —we must do
all we can to nurture them”.

V Peter Houlton

seeking re-election

Peter is passionate about
Westonbirt and has been
coming with his family
since 1962. As a volunteer he
joined the Board as the first
Chairman of the Great Oak
Hall Committee with the
responsibility for running

the newly completed Hall
in a profitable manner.

He then moved to Chair
the Project Committee
that examines proposed
arboretum projects and
recommends them, if sound,
to the Friends Board. He has
been Vice-Chairman of the
Friends for the last three
years.

V¥ Mike Westgate

seeking re-election
Following a professional
career within Air Traffic
Services as Controller,
software engineer and

a safety consultant,

Mike joined a number of
voluntary organisations.
Chairman of the local
National Trust Centre,
Vice Chair of the local
Museum’s Friends and
editor of its Newsletter,and
Membership Secretary of
the local DFAS Committee
have given Mike a broad
experience within the
voluntary sector. A Friends
volunteer since 2001, Mike
has contributed to a number
of activities. As a Board

member, Mike supports
volunteer management
bringing his own valuable
experiences to our
discussions and decisions.

V David Uwins

New nominee

David has a passion for
trees (demonstrated by

his own tree collection at
home), has been a member
of the Arboricultural
Association and has recently
joined the International
Dendrology Society. With
his group of ‘tree’ friends
(professionals in the tree
world) they visit various
arboreta around the UK.

If successful in joining

the Board, David would
hope to combine his tree
enthusiasm with a strong
business perspective. Still
continuing to run several
businesses, he is looking
for a new and worthwhile
venture having completed
his five-year Chair on the
Bath Chamber of Commerce
Transport Committee.
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Val Taylor

EMERGING
butterflies

s 4

o« W

Ringlet butterfly
on hogweed

By Chris Wiltshire, butterfly recorder for Gloucestershire.

orking in partnership  Butterflies have been

with Butterfly
Conservation, the Forestry
Commission have
recently published their
Lepidoptera Conservation
Strateqgy for 2007-2017.
The key objective is to
raise awareness of the
woodlands that have
been identified as Priority
Sites and the species
they support. Here Chris
Wiltshire explains what
we could do at Westonbirt
Arboretum to improve
habitat management
and what to look out for
this spring.

on this planet for many
millions of years but
Westonbirt Arboretum

has only been around

for about 160 but that is
plenty of time for them

to respond to a changing
habitat, for that is what
the arboretum is. Not

only are there long-term
changes going on but there
are seasonal changes too.
The life cycle of our native
butterflies varies with
species but it is inextricably
linked to season and
climate. In all species there
are four stages —egg,

larva (caterpillar), pupa
(chrysalis) and the one
we know best, the adult.
A somewhat simplistic
arrangement gives us the
following life cycles.

The first group spend the
winter as eggs and then
hatch out as tiny larvae
to feed on their preferred
food plant. This is usually
governed by the climate
to synchronise the plant
development and larval
hatching: well there is
no point in hatching out
if your host plant isn’t
ready for you to eat. These
tend to develop slowly at

»
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» first, not producing adult

butterflies until summer.
The second group over-
winters as larvae and
these will frequently stir
themselves on a warm
winter day to have a short
feed. Many of these pupate
and emerge in the spring
but some in summer.
Athird group hibernate
as pupae and these emerge
as adults in spring. The last
group hibernate as adult
butterflies and this group
includes some of our more
familiar species like Peacock,
Small Tortoiseshell and Red
Admiral. These are the first
species to appear each
year sometimes flying in
the winter on unusually
warm days.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
IN SPRING

By the time you read this,
spring will be upon us,
nature will be stirring and
so will the butterflies.
When we have a nice warm
day, take a walk through
the arboretum and keep

an eye open for the early
butterflies. If they have just
come out of hibernation
they will be hungry and in
search of flowers for nectar.
You are almost bound to
see the yellow flash of a
Brimstone, usually the first
species to appear. Peacocks
will be on the wing too,
easily identified by their
big bluish eye-spots set in
a burgundy background on
each wing.Red Admirals
with their swift powerful

Brimstone butterfly

flight might be patrolling up
and down a favourite glade
in the sun, perhaps pausing
to inspect another butterfly
or refuel at a nectar-rich
flower. Small Tortoiseshells
and Commas are likely to be
seen too; a favourite place
for them at this time of year
is on the “pussy willow”
catkins which are a rich
source of nectar: just take

a sniff and you will know
what attracts them.

Marbled white
butterfly

All the preceding species
are ones which have
survived over winter as
adults but the next are
those that have hatched out
as fresh adults this spring.
Orange Tips are one of the
first species to hatch from
pupae and the earliest
are likely to be flying from
mid-March. Both sexes have
a delicate green tracery on
the underside of the hind
wings but only the male has
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Common Blue

the characteristic orange
patch on its forewings. The
female when seen in flight
resembles the Green-veined
White which is another
early butterfly. The Speckled
Wood is another which is
emerging now, a dark brown
ground colour with creamy-
yellow “speckles”, often
noticed as a pair of males
rise in a tumbling flight in
dispute over a territory. You
may also see the first of the
Blues, the Holly Blue. It is
smaller than all the other
species mentioned, metallic
azure blue on the upper-
side and pale sky blue with
a pattern of small black

WESTONBIRT PLANT CENTRE

We stock many plants — both large and small = which are
suitable for attracting butterflies, such as lavender, buddleia,
sedum, hyssop, ivy, honeysuckle, thyme, rock rose and
hawthorn. And in the orchard, the rotting autumn fruits are
particularly attractive to Red Admirals.

In addition there are a huge number of other nectar-bearing
summer-flowering herbs, annuals and perennials, that we sell
either as plants or seeds for you to sow.

Come and visit us —open 7 days a week 10 am — 5 pm.
Please ring to check availability of a particular plant

Tel: 01666 880544

=
=
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dots underneath. If you
are very lucky you may

see a female inspecting
a cluster of holly flower
buds in which to lay

an egg.

THE FUTURE

All the butterflies
mentioned above are
almost certain to be
encountered on a good
warm day in spring but
what of other times of the
year in the woods or on
the Downs? Some diligent
Friends have sent in their
observations and notes
and there are a few records
from other sources but the
full picture of what is to be
found and where is not yet
known.

Managers of the
arboretum are to be praised
for their new initiative in
creating a butterfly ride
in Silk Wood, something
which will be appreciated by

both people and butterflies
alike. It is hoped that more
comprehensive monitoring
may be carried out, after
which it may be possible

to tailor management, in
certain areas, to the benefit
of the butterflies; after all
they are indicators of the
state of the environment
and even the government
now acknowledges this fact.

2008 is the 40th
anniversary of the founding
of Butterfly Conservation
and it is appropriate that
the local Gloucestershire
branch is hoping to visit the
new butterfly ride during
the spring season.

Should any of you wish
to send in records of what
you have seen and where,

I would be happy to collate
them. Please send direct
to Simon Toomer, Curator
at Westonbirt, as we will
be working together on
this project. B

Butterfly Conservation: www.butterfly-conservation.org
(local branch: www.gloucestershire-butterflies.org.uk)
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